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ENTRODUCTION. 


{ MIDST the numerous publications, in behalf of Sunday + 
ſchools, it may be thought difficult to produce any ob 
nations. Which have. not been fully bandled, The writer 
of thinks giſte erently-— He dues not recollect- to have ſeen 
ſubject placed i in the ſame view it is in the following obler- 
| ons: 
He conſiders the inflation itſelf as one of the moſt benevo- 
t ever deviſed by : any human mind. He may be too fan: 
pre, but to him it bears an aſpect of the moſt favourable na- 
e to the morals, conſe quently, to the temporal and eterna} 
ppiveſs of the riſing generation. 
There is a 8 part of mankind, who have ſame plea- 
ke in benevolent. actions, that cannot properiy be conſidered 
elgious characters; berauſe they ale not. governed by the 
mwevies of either natural or revealed religion. 
Mas uy of theſe have ſcen the tendency of Sunday: fe hae 

liZE the untaught Poor, aud! nave attempt A their Promot ion; 
{many truly religious perſang are certainly lar from teving 
em in ſo ſtriking a view as they ought. 
few of the tracts, I have met wit h, appear ſulſi ently to 
ider this as a religious inſtitution, This accounts for the 
hpoſition, that an * addreſs, in behalf of Dunday -le n to 
e molt lerious part of the different religious communities, 


Fling perſons 1 in the 1 who are the moſt calculated t: 

mote it, viz. Phoſe who, from principles of candid and ge 
de piety, will labour to inſtil the great truths of een 

bo 105 minds of the children, 

the writer has little doubt that, however erroneous his judg- 

n may be, did the numerous perſons, who appear entirely 


rely fruitleſs. 
From the preceding obſervations, it will properly be inlerred. 
A 2 
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N ſubſiſt amengſt us, may not be au unlikely means of in- 


llierent, to it, ſce the ſubject in the fame light as himſelf, 
7 would never relinquiſh the attempt of promoting the inſti- 
= till they were convinced, that ther _iewpſa would be 
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that theſe argurnents are principally 1 far t): ole. 1% whi 


religious ſubjects are intelligible. Lo perlons of « tiff 
character, many of the expreſſions, if nat the atgumer, 
may have an appearance of more than neceſſary warn. 
dering on what they term enthufiaſm ; but perhaps 1:4) 
will be tuch as are more immediately the arguments 


guage of that word, which is ſent ** to teach our ba reak F 


reaſon ; to be a light to moe, Who fit 1 in datkneſs aud tHe | 
dow of death.” 
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RECOMMENDED AS 


A REA [0US INST! TUTION. 


HE preſent and future happineſs of maokiad is of ſuch. 
importance, that none, who admit thr authenticity of the 
1 can doubt, that it is the buſineſs, of individuals, to 
pale, as much as is cophifient with their ſphere in life, the 
ths communicated to us in the oracles of God. 
He nee miniſters have Iaboured, in private as well as public, 
th their congregations maſters with their fervants—parents 
tt their children. Hence have ſprung, not only the travels 


epoſtles and miſſionaries, into the re moteſt parts o the earth; 


only the teltimony of prophets, confeſſors, and martyrs, 
bet! ſtretched on racks, or faſtened to the ignominiGus ſtakes 


| Fhency alſo have ariſen many of the numerous inſtitutions in 
ages, for the education of the ignorant poor; from this 
INC! keine: it is probable, ſprung the. attempt for establish! ing 
nde ſchools. | | | ; 
Whiltt decency of de eportment," ſome qualiGextions "3 civil 
6, or reformation of manners, were the great ends proputed 
ſome; others carried their deſigns jill bigher——they conſi- 
ted the inſtitution as calculated to convey religions informa- 
In to thoſe, who, from their ſituation, were deprived of other 
0 of obtaining it 


10 confirm theſe views, I ſhall, for a moment, requelt an at- 


tive confideration of the enfuing arguments; in which I firſt 
jewpt to prove, t that, when Rundle [chools are properly con- 


Wed, they tend to promote religious knowledge j——2, That 
pay pious perſou, who contiders them in "This light, can, 


Maltently, be an unintereſted ſpectatar of chem. 
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future period, the difinteretted love, which appears in wn 
_ tempt, will very powerfully affect thoſe, for whom it was ( 


it's return; conſequently, no material benefit can ai. 


(CS } 
In "TEPYP of Ke fir part of this ae. et it be < 
ſidered, that there are ſcarcely any means a ſcrio) 
would not make uſe of for his own children, which a 4 
ſome degree implied in couduQting Sunday-ſchovuls w.1l | 


pricty. 
Let thoſe, who truly fear God, exert themſelves in this u. 


and ſay, if, from Sabbath to Sabbath, they will want oppon 


nittes for inſtructiug the children in the firlt principles of. 
gion. Will they not have occaſion to reprove them for . 
may be amils, and encourage them in doing well? Wil teh 


not be numerous occaſions to enlarge upon the nature cf. 


Chriſtian Sabbath, or the worſhip of God iu genera} &. 
will not the institution itſelf (if no other end is n bri 
them to a regular attendance. on public worſaip? Will, 
thoſe, who are themſelves acquainted with the nature aufe 
of prayer, have many opportunities, not only of cnforcitg 
upon the children, but of pouring ont their own hearts in pra} 
with and for them, when ſtrongly impreſled with a conecru 
the intereſts of the children? 

Nor will the force of example itſelf be wanting. Should 
teachers have no opportunity of engaging the affections of (| 
little charge, by inſtances of mildneſs aud love; yet who, {| 
knows the nature of the human mind, can doubt, that, Þ ( 


erted, and repreſent the nature of Chriſtiauity i in ſuch col 
as other methods failed to do? | 

Jt hath been ſaid indeed, as an objection to the un!“ lena 
that the 1 ignorance, negligence, or wickedneſs of thc part 
tends to render it ineffe&ual ; that it the iaſtructions, rece < 
at ſchool, were feconded at home, lamio benefit might a: 
hut when parents do not {6 much intereſt chemſelves, 48 to 
force the attendance of the ducks when they wih net; 
them any inſtruction, it mult be ſuppoſed, that cc 
information a child can receive one Sabbath, will be 


It is granted, that many of the children make litt“ 
ment, either in knowledge or decency ; 3 that their parents 
more culpable than they; that there is the utmoſt difhe, 
obtaining their conſtant atteridance ; but then t is be 
that this is not ſo much the cafe, as to reuder the hole 40 
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of information. 


parents of theſe children being benefited by theſe means 2— If 


$54 


dye; tor confer able numbers of the children make ſuch pra- 


te la, as is ſcarecly credible to thoſe, who have not obſerved it“. 
Many have a degree of underſtanding; in religious ſubjecte, 


which exceeds their years: they Can diſtinguiſh wee good | 


and evil, right and wrong, in a manner, which ſhows the effect 
Are there not likewiſe inftances of the very 


none can be produced, it cannot be denied, that the inſtitution 
Nas a tendency to draw them to hear the word preached, and 


10 practiſe what their oftfpring are taught. Surely then it is eaſy 
to infer, that Sunday-ſchools, when properly conducted, have 


a tendency to promote religious knowledge: nor are there 
wanting many arguments to ſhow, that all, who fear God, are 
loudly called on to intereſt themſelbes in their promotion. 

In proof of this, permit me to afk, ſuch as fee that character 
in a ſacred light.“ Do you not fee the importance of di eine 
truth? are you not ſenfible of the danger men are in, of periſh- 
1 through lacking of knowledge ? Have you to be wformed, 
that the god of this world leads finners captive at his wil, by 
blinding their minds; and that it js the great deſign of revela- 
tion, to open the eyes of thera that fit in darkneſs, and in the 
ſhadow of death, and to guide their feet into the way of peace ? 
lave vou oc, to be re. minded, taat, by a knowledge of the 


vexenled will of God, lluners are turned from darkneſs to lights 


and from the power af Satan, unto God .“ 


SK — —U—U H Q— — —— —— — —— b . ——— 


— 


; | | | * 

* A remarkable inſtance of this the author ventures to inſert, 
on the tellimony of one of the teachers of the ſchool, for the 
bevelit of which this is printed. A boy, about 12 Fears of age, 
Was admitted into this {chool, who did not know a letter; du- 


rag the en forcvoon's teaching, he had learned about 20 of 


them, and before the concluſion of that aſteruoon, he knew the 
whole alphabet Perkeckly. ; 


+ Whoerer attentive ly en the (allowing ſeripinres, will 


ſee, that ail theſe are the views which influence a perſon, that 
16 diſt ug ut ſhed in the New Veltament as a Chriſtian 3 
the beet ſources of that active zeal for the preſe at and future 


happineſs of their fellow creatures, which diſtinguiſhed the fürſt 
Chriſtians; nor has the flux of near 2000 years altered the na - 


theſe are 


PPP 


2 
r ron omg net AA — 


rn. 


N 


„ 


* 2 1 as "XY > s * 8 
EEG rei 22 „ ie. went ca, ᷣ 2 — 


— 2 


# . * 


(8%) 


- Probably you ſtartle at the conſideration, 2d aſſe, wou 
(efipninte, that Sonday- ſchools and preaching the Go! bp! 
upon 2 level; that the one is of as much importance a2 0. 
cher “! 

If, inſtead of this,” you enquire, # Ought children g 
taught as well as men?“ J anſwer, it eannot be ted „ 
cannot doubt that every parent is as much, nay, If poſi! 
more obliged to inſt ru&t his offfpring, than miniſters are th. 5 
people. Neither can 4 doubt, as I have argued at large, 
this method may be as uſeful, in its place, as prodaimins the 
glad tidings to liſtening thouſands; nor do I ſcreple to (ay, ht 
I am perſuaded, 2 conſiderable number of thoſe, Whoſe 
and deaths have been teſtimonies to the truth of an 
have been as much berefited by private as public inflructio 

Can there then be ans arguments wanting to thoſe, Th 


fider religious inſtruction in this light, to exert themſelves in 


behalf of r millions of children, hoſe parents are in „ nowiſe con 
cerued to aſſiſt them +2 Dd to” hay" M 


2 — ' . * Verner ens. 
* . 


ture of men. ata. unholy raen, by litany name they 
are diſtinguiſhed, i411 being the fame uvhappy voſſals; wilt 
the ſervants of Chriſt contipnue to partake ot that benevolence 
and pity, which cauſed their Lord, not only to Weep over © 
devoted city, but to die for traulgreſſors. 
as intimated in the introduction, that theſe are the very arzu- 
ments and expreſſions, which will raile the eye of jealouly, | 
not the ſneer of conte pt. 


Hoſea iv. 6.—2 Cor. iv. 4.—Lak e i. ts Ads, XXV1, 18. 


971075 hoped, that each duty 18 fo clearly ſtated, as bei 
neceſſary in it's place, that no one will ſuſpect that preach 
the goſpel is the leaſt degraded by the e e * 


+ This paſſage brings to my mind a very melancholy 
cumliance, which took place j in the north of. Eugland very lat 


ly, the truth of which was too well authent icated, to leave 10m 
to hope it was without foundation. Amongſt a number v& e. 


ons, tried at ſome of the late aſſizes, a father and his fon rc 
ved ſentence of death, and were executed. Previous to thy 


being turned oll, the fatl er held out his hand to his ſon, in 


Vet it is probable, 
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* 7 Arg ments a Fain the labour have, indeed, been advanced, 
1 om the manifeſt witkednoſs of the parents. But can Chrifti- 
gs ns, who have a degree vt that mind, which dwelt in the Friend 
_ Sinners, can they poffibly be hindered, by what is the ſtrong- 
5 4 44 argument tor it ? 

IT Let me 4s pi alk you, de Do you not long for the ſalvation 
—_ 5 around you? Would you not gladly become all things 

e all men, it, by any means, you might win ſome? Do you 

5 dot count all . as droſs, for the excellency of the know- 
wel oe of Jeſus Clit, and would you not rejoice to promote this 

* 4 owled Be among others, though at the expence of eaſe, health, 

© - — Whine, character, yea, life irfelf? Can you then con: lude that, 

3 becanſe your ignorant, unholy neighbours have no compaſſion 

We in the ſouls of their children, that you ſhould have none? Cat 

1585 = © ſeriouſly think, that their negligence will jultify you, for 

"= 58 2 oy vtting to improve ſo (ins: gzular ar opportunity, put into YOur 
N bo ds? How many pious "minds are there, amongſt the diffe- 

ent Genominat ions, into which people are divided, that would 

RE ole to ſpend a conſiderable part of their leiſure hours, in at- 

lecpting to perluade thoſe around them to turn to God? And, 

de they ein any, that would do this for the parents, be unwilling to do 

wii It for their children, when thoſe very parents, in a ſenſe, ſolicit 

vole NCC other help f. Surely it muſt have been for Want of cont: dering 
over s | 

Ohable, * 8 ” 8 7 

4 785 „es of reconciliatien and peace ; when the youth re fuſed to re- 

a 1 turn is, at the (ame time an{wert! ng, « It was owing do you. 

that I was bronght hither. You know you never taught me 

1 0 y thing good; 905 ſo much as to ſay the Lord's prayer; but 
oy "a the coutrary, when ſuch a one would have put re to ſchool, 

diele ou would uot let we go; but kept me at home, to aſſiſt you 

caching n pilfering and robbing the neighbours; and you have been 
ny accomplice. in what 1 now ſuffer for.” In this {pirit, they 
en launchtd into cteru it. | 

in + It has mut been urged by the opponents of religion, 

4 7 tat every enthuhaſt, kowever irrational „ee e has at- 

15 8 tempted to propagate them, and not failed to make converts: 

F fs may allo be ſuſpected, that this addreſs is deſigned to pro- 

os note the interefls of « party, rather thau the good of ſociet y. 

„ 12.39 


both of theſe ivfinuations, it is anſwered, that it is by no means 
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the fubject, that you lr 5efed to it. 


you are mortal. 


. 10 55 


But if there i 13H 
weight in what is already hinted; if zcal for the glory of ( 
if love to the ſouls of men, in this general view, does voten 
powerfully enough with you; 1 will endeavour to tove 
on bowels to plead the infants cauſe. | 
Are you parents! haye you thoſe, that. are parts of your 
ſelves? If you are, and are Chriſtians, let me remind you, 
No foreſight of your's can prevent thoſe tear 
branches from being bereft of your inſtruction and care. Yo, 
two, or four, or {iz infants may be left unprovided for, with: 
father, or mother; or they may have ſome poor relative, v hi 
can barcly:\ pare them a wretched ſubſiſtence, without bein; ca 
pable of giving them the firſt rudiments of education, orb yy 
Ing the leaſt attention on their immortal ſpirits. Ves, vou 
olſſpring may be wretched wanderers, craving a morſe} of | 
at the doors or windows of thoſe, who now ſeem far Ws v0 


in life: —they may be expoſed to all the fad conſequenccs 0 
uniallructeq poverty, ſurrounded with conſtam examples of, an 


temptaticns to, all the ſhacking crimes, too frequently connec 
ed with ſuch a late of iudigence and diſtreſs. No parent t. 
inſlil the great principles of juſtice, mercy, and truth; but cvcry 


thing around, combining with every inward diſp oſitidn, Lo Fo 


to act in conſtant oppofitjon to thoſe principles. 
O fee your own children! your dearglt, moſt-darling chillen 
from whoſe opening underſtandings you derive a pleaſure, on 


en eeded by the amiebdeneſt of their diſpobtions, or the d. 
plays of their carly piety! 


See thoſe very children e 


by your abſence, death, or. change of eircunſtauces, to (| 


Hate deſcribed; and they ſay what would be your ſentiment 


af the genergus minded perſon, who would not only im 


part an inſigniſicant part of their ſubſtance, to cloathe or cel 


but, ia a ſenſe, adopt them! Mito their ae aud dedica 


«tees 


— — . . and 


prudent to give up all pretenſions to truth, juſtice, and compa! 

ſion, becauſe thete ſacred names are conſtantly proſtituted; an 
_ that every man mult judge for himſelf in the application of th, 
Hr any milar effort, whether it pleach for realities, or for th! 


nominal diſtinctions, which, moſt candid minds fully adus 4 


by no means effential to piety. 
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part of their leilure hours, in attempting to ſupply the lofs 
keir minds felt, by being deprived of you? | 
Yes, conſider one or many of your own, reſeued from all this 
hetchedneſs and Ignorance, by the kindneſs of a neighbour or 
friend, and then fay, in what light the queſtion appears? See 
[this view does not, with the rongeſt emphaſis, bid you “ge 
id do likewiſe ?”” Put purſue the thought fill farther :——ima- 
dne your child growing to maturity, in fin, ignorance, and po- 
ety ;—follow him through a life of impicty, to a death of 


f Von: 
du, that 
N „ 
oſe Gear 
SF 
1001 
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ve, „hom iny and ſhame; or if he fall not a ſacrifice to the hand ci 
e117 ca-ifublic juſtice ;— yet, it you can bear the ſuppofition fee him 
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bling under the infinitely heavier ſtroke of a Hu-avenging God! 
follow him (o the,regions of darknefs—curſing the hour of 
bis eX1tence, and theſe, who were the inſtruments of it !—la- 
penting, vainly lamenting, that he knew not, in the day of his 
btation, the things, which made for his peace. 
On the Sther Land, conſider hich paſſing through this life 
mth humilite, difcretion, integrity, aud nfefilneſs—view bitn 
blcſfing to all connected with him, whether they are neighboure, 
nends, ſervants, or children-=Follow him through the moſt af 
Iictive ſcenes of life, till be enters the valley of the ſhadow of 
leath, and there ſee the bleſſed conſequences of a mind, ac- 
chil): en Whainted with the goſpel of peace I Behold your child a vic- 
Ure, On 
the. di 


be reſurrection — ſee lum there enjoying the beatific viſion, and 
reduce 


wilt he is adoring God, as the ſonrce, and the Lamb, as the 
purchaſer of all this bleſſedneſs, his happy (pirit overflows with 


rence between theſe Ratcs of bliſs and woe has been effected 
tlie inſtructions and prayers of an unlooked for friend; ſup- 
pole you were permitted, from the heavenly world, to vicw 
Kenes of this nature, ſay, what more than propricty, what 
kodnels would you ſee in the labours of thoſe, who were in» 
uuments of good to your children! 
Are theſe thoughts juſt? Is there any thing fallacious in 
lnhdering the ſubject in this light? Is it improper to ſay, 


compaf 
ted « an 
n of tie 
for thei 
Ant, 41 


propoſe in Sunday-ſchools!?“ Will it ill be affirmed, that they: 


re the conſequences of religious inſtruction leſs important, when 


ended with the divine bleſſing, than theſe mentioned? And 


— . — 


ir over bis laſt cuemy! — Trace him rifing in the morning of 


katitude to the inflruments of his bliſs; and ſuppoſe the dif- 


religious inſtruction is the great end ſerious people ought to 


re not calculated to anſwer this end? If this is not affirmed, 
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ſurely. if FR are the conſequences, which may be cup. 
from them, thoſe, who can reſect ſuch eynlde Taticons, wi 
proof againſt any other.. 
Before I conclude this ſubjett, I think it 8 to obst 
that, though very many plans have been laid before the vt 
of the method in which thoſe ſchools were conducted. v1 
were ſupported by ſabſcription ; yet few have been g 
Where the work is carried on without a fund; or. at! 

a very triffing expencr: that I may not appear pl- ading 
what is abſolutely impracticable, I have anvexed the out 

z ſchool, which has now been ſupported about three years. 

It conſiſis of 400 children; theſe are divided into 8 6 
vin, four claſſes of boys and four of girl „ Theſe are lu. ti | 
ed into, 1ſt, thoſe who are taugl. t in the Bible — 2d, tt 

tament zd, the Spelling Book — aud, ch, the Letters - . 
5 attended 'by.t two 47 6 to each claſs. Beſide the teac! 
{who are fo numerous, that many of them «0 not att: 
one DUNGAay i in four) there is a ge=»cal maſter, two vie 
religious inſtructor, and about four niomtors attend gvery 82 

bath. | 

The method of teaching 1 13, SE IANS 
1. The ſchodl is opened with ſinging tad prayer, by the 
a maſter, or religious inſtructor. | 

The books are diſtributed to the te eachers "A the day, 
AB general malter, | 

3. The viſitors apply to one ſchool at a time, who {ol 
teachi ang „till their names are called over: in this the tta 
aſſiſt. 

4, The ions coſtipAor retires to an adjoining room 
a ſchool, for the purpoſe of catechifing, _ About tweits | 
nutes before diſmiſſion, the books are collected by each te 
and returned to the general maſter, The religious in“ 
then gives gut a hyma, and either publicly catechiſes the. 
the ſubjects they have had in private, requiriag their atv 
or gives them advice ſuited to their capacities. He th 
and prays, and diſmiſſes them. 

The order-is much the ſame in the aſternoon: They 
queſted, and do generally attend public worſhip once @ 55 
frequently bave the church of England prayers read : 
them, that thoſe, who belong to the eſtabliſhment, may „ 


how to attend there,. 8 TS. 


—ͤ—kIũ— 6 ». — — —— . — 
* e 
— — — — 
* : " 
- Ws £ 


Grads * 


e — 


: 3 r W 
1 3 7 * Fon 9 x "I 66 9 * 0 * 
© 20% 2 EE reg 4 * 1 * o_ 
2 * TH 1 Fatt” I = * 2 a s 
* N r. * 
3 * wt. HY 2 rt, * 2 « J 


— —— 
e 


Fo ae, 
— — 
3 


e 


— 7—F——Üm 1 p 
— 2 ag Tra ey . ot id 
ASL DPS 1 


"> * - g c Pts 
E 


r 


JO 


1 


Gp 


14 AY 95 


Ts 


| 5 - — 0 , — 8 83 2s 
r ron ee ee err ya -- 4 5 2 
n 3 | :: 3 > — 7 E 
3 o * ? | - 
Py -—* © 


uit * * A 


2 A RT 
9 


n 2 * 
. Fes © 
0 8 


N 


2 4 ge LE es, N 
„ EET 3s 285 
2 5 e SF. WEE _ 8 


* — 2 K > A 1 * 
2 n 15 IRE * Se 5 wg 8 bs. 2 EF _ 5 
B D OE Ie. N . 3X5 

e Pg 3 5 3 2. 
BR WEE 4 << forge 3 4 n * . 
wa * 22 4 5 bd %4 $1 © » * 
* * 5 1 x WEE Eh hd 

* * 27 ; : 


„ Eee) 
ES. 


e 


i 
3 


4 


eb 628-5 


